JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

In India scene for the children has changed a lot and their problems and related issues have been given attention and are being discussed at various forums. The question of providing proper protection and care to the children of such a big number is a big challenge. A good number of our children on account of socio-economic reasons have adding themselves in the list of delinquent child. Present day youth especially children are under tremendous social pressure due to new changing social perceptions. A report of UNICEF in 2005 on the state of world's children under the title “Child under Threat”, speaking regarding India, mentioned that millions of Indian children are equally deprived their right of survival, health, nutrition, education and safe drinking water. This is what is happening to the most of the young children who if properly taken care of, would shine the future of the country. The cache statements “Children are supremely important national asset” and the greatest gift of humanity4 in the present scenario and on ground level realities appear hollow. 

The children in India require double sided protection. At the one hand they need to be provided with the basic necessities for their overall development making them physically strong, mentally alert, academically brilliant by affording them, irrespective of their sex, family atmosphere for proper growing and grooming of the child. The other side requires prevention and treatment of a child who is termed to be a delinquent. The action is required on two fronts. Firstly, by preventing and arresting the increase in number of the juvenile delinquency, and secondly by giving the delinquent child or a 'juvenile in conflict with law' proper opportunity to reform himself and join the mainstream of the society. 

Juvenile delinquency is difficult to be defined as to its behavioral connotations. There is difference of opinion given by the various authorities in the field and also in the type of offences and behavior which is included in the juvenile delinquency. There, is however, an enhanced awareness that the juvenile delinquency constitutes a problem of many dimensions that must be studied by variety of approaches. Some of the definitions have made the concept thorough wide to incorporate all problems of juvenile misbehavior while others have focused only on behavior which constitutes a criminal offence specifically prohibited by statutory definitions and that can be brought firmly before the court, like disorderly conduct, vagrancy, conspiracy, attempt to violate statute. There is another opinion also which says that confusion has been created between delinquency and other social, emotional and behavioral problems of children and a related confusion is regarding the appropriate function and method of the court, now Boards dealing with the juvenile offenders. Whatever be the definitions provided by the various authorities and scholars on the subject the fact remains that the children being in the center-stage, the growth and change of human values and to look after the wellbeing of the children is most important. Today's delinquent will be a criminal tomorrow. 

Thus, there is need to give specific importance to children in society. Importance of a child is well recognized since ages. Children are valued assets of a nation. Importance of children can well be imagined and appreciated. Winston Churchill recognized their importance saying that there is no finer investment for any community than putting milk into babies. This appeal to the people everywhere, this fundamental faith in juvenile justice, this reorganization of the worth of the infants born and unborn, is the beginning of juvenile justice says Justice Krishna Iyar.5 “Child is the father of man” and in order to enable fathering of a valiant and vibrant man, the child must be groomed well in the formative years of his life. He must receive education; acquire knowledge of man and materials and blossom in such an atmosphere that on reaching age, he is found to be a man with a mission, a man who matters so far as the society is concerned. Bandhua Mukti Morcha's7 case recognized and highlighted importance of the child by comparing the children to the lights in society. If children are deprived of their childhood socially, economically, mentally, the nation's get deprived of the potential human resources for social progress, economic empowerment and peace and order, the social stability and good citizenry. 

By controlling juvenile delinquency we shall be controlling and checking the future criminals. It can no more be disputed and is an open admitted fact that tendency among young people to commit crime and indulge in anti-social activities is increasing. . Childhood, a universal human experience has vital stakes. The National Policy for Children has rightly observed that the Nation's children are supremely important asset. The future, development and stability of a society depend on the quality of its children. Child welfare is of supreme importance to mankind. The child is an important social unit and is entitled to all that makes for healthy living, sufficient recreation, schooling adopted to his natural living methods, intelligent home care and the right to develop his abilities to their fullest extent8. Total wellbeing of the child includes not only the care of maladjustment and delinquent children but also the development of child physical, mental, emotional and social faculties.9 Juvenile delinquency creates hurdles in the development of child. 

Act of delinquency may include: 
1. Running away from home without the permission of parents. 

2. Habitual behavior beyond the control of parents. 

3. Spending time idly beyond limits 

4. Use of vulgar languages 

5. Wandering about rail roads, streets market places 

6. Visiting gambling center 

7. Committing sexual offences 

8. Shop-lifting 

9. Stealing etc. 

In recent years, juvenile delinquency has emerged as one of the most important aspect of the subject matter of criminology. An urge for an objective appraisal of the problem and the development of the new techniques is also being felt. Delinquent behavior has assumed serious forms among the juveniles, which is a sign of sick society. The disorder and destruction due to deviant behavior, a worldwide phenomenon, is assuming alarming proportions in social organizations and is awakening call to those who are either in its grip or are likely to get struck. 

Juvenile delinquency is an integral part of criminology. The two cannot be separated since one of the reasons for crime and its continuance into adult life is the ineffective control and treatment of juveniles. Juvenile delinquency is a big breading center of criminals. Juvenile delinquency, as a legal concept is of recent origin. The word delinquency is derived from the Latin word “delinquere” meaning de i.e. away and linquere i.e. to leave thus, meaning to leave or to abandon. Originally, the word had an objective meaning as it referred to parents who neglected and abandoned their children. In present day, it is used and applied to those children who indulge in wrongful and harmful activities. 

Definition of Juvenile 
Juvenile can be termed, defined and referred as a child who has not attained a certain age at which he, like an adult person under the law of the land, can be held liable for his criminal acts. The juvenile is a child who is alleged to have committed /violated some law which declares the act or omission on the part of the child as an offence. Juvenile and minor in legal terms are used in different context. Juvenile is used when reference is made to a young criminal offenders and minor relates to legal capacity or majority. For a more clear meaning resort can profitably be made to some other sources. 

Unlike an adult person a Juvenile, having not attained prescribed age, cannot be held liable for his criminal act. The age criteria for being a juvenile vary from country to country and state to state. In ancient India, a parent was supposed not to punish a child who is under five years of age for any offence. As per the law then prevailing a children of such tender age should be nursed and educated with love and affection only. After the age of five, punishment may be given in some suitable form such as physical chastisement or rebuke by the parents, towards the later half of the childhood, punishment should be gradually withdrawn and replaced by advice. From the age of sixteen upwards sons and daughters should be treated as friends by the parents. 

Definition of Delinquency 
Any act or conduct of a juvenile which is socially undesirable can be defined as an act of Delinquency. Juvenile delinquency generally means the failure of children to meet certain obligations expected of them by the society. Whether a particular act or conduct of the child would be deviant or not will depend on various factors and vary in different States, Cities and also time to time. The juvenile delinquent has even been defined as “a child trying to act like a grown up”. The juvenile delinquency is expression of unsatisfied desires and urges. For a delinquent, his deviant act is a normal response to his inner desire. Like a non-delinquent a delinquent is also conditioned by various attending and prevailing circumstances around him. 

A liberal interpretation to the term 'delinquency' is given by the sociological thinkers. This view is well expressed by the definition given by Clyde B. Vedder who says, ‘juvenile delinquency refers to the anti-social acts of children and of young people under age. Such acts are either specifically forbidden by law or may be lawfully interpreted as constituting delinquency, or as requiring some form of official action. 

According to the legalistic view delinquency is what the law says it is. A child is delinquent only when so adjudged by a juvenile court, following a formal complaint. This view point is based on the Classical theory of crime which stresses the rigid application of law to all offenders, as a safeguard against arbitrary and tyrannical exercise of powers by political and administrative authorities. Consistent with the doctrine of ‘justice under the law’ the English interprets delinquency in this narrow sense. 

Classification of Juvenile Delinquency 
Different classifications of the juvenile delinquency and delinquents have been given by various authors. A few important classifications are noted below. 

Hirsh delineated the following kinds of juvenile offences: 
(1) Incorrigibility, which includes keeping late hours, disobedience, and so on. 

(2) Truancy, which can be from home or school. 

(3) Destruction of property, which includes both public and private property. 

(4) Violence which is perpetrated against the community by using such means as knives and guns. 

(5) Sex offenses which can range from homosexual activity to criminal assault and rape. 

Eaton and Polk classified the delinquents by the following types of offences they have been involved in: 

(1) Minor violations which include disorderly conduct and minor traffic violations. 

(2) Property violations which include all property thefts except automobiles. 

(3) Major traffic violations which include automobile theft and drunk driving and any other offence that would involve an automobile. 

(4) Human addiction which includes sex offenses as well as alcohol and drug addiction. 

(5) Bodily harm which includes homicide offenses that involve sexual deviation, such as rape, and generally, all other acts of violence against a person. 

Kvaraceus14 classifies youngsters who become delinquent in relation to three major variables: 

(1) The extent to which the individual engages in delinquent behavior. 

(2) The degree of demonstrable emotional pathology. 

(3) The individual’s social class. 

Different theories of Juvenile Delinquency 

There are many theories of juvenile delinquency. Some are as under:- 

(i) Biogenic Theory, 

(ii) Psychogenic Theory, 

(iii) Psychoanalytical and Psychiatric Theory, 

(iv) Medico-Biological Theory, 

(v) The classical Theory, 

(vi) Multi-causal Theory 
No one factor is the sole cause of delinquency. It is a result of the interaction between the individual and his immediate and economic factors like poverty, slums etc. The natural factors are biological, mental and emotional. Geography and climatic conditions are indirect contributors to delinquency, According to B.K. Bhattacharya, "there is much to do... to remove abject poverty, to mend broken and disorganized homes, to abolish slums, with their carcinogenic situation and to alleviate miseries of the millions of refugees. 

There are various causes in juvenile delinquency. Juvenile delinquency takes place in various forms and very in degree, frequency, duration and seriousness and involves different forms of specialization like drug addiction, sex offences, predatory acts etc. 

However unless causes of delinquency are known and identified the problem of delinquency cannot be prevented. There is no single cause of Juvenile delinquency but there are many and varied causes. Basically, causes of Juvenile delinquency are of three types. 

1. Biological 

2. Socio Environmental 

3. Psychological, Physiological or personal 

Biological Causes include ocular Ailments, Nose and throat problem, Hearing Problem, Speech Problem, Enuresis, Irritation, Headache, Excessive strength and Hypoglycemia. 

Socio-Environmental causes may include causes like Mobility, Cultural conflicts, Family background, Family Structure, Broken Homes, Child Birth Order in the Family, Family Size and Type, Parent-Child Relationship, Behavior of Step Parents, Behavior of alcoholic parents, Excessive punishment, Constant Quarrel, Exploitation of Children by their parents, Neighborhood, Socio-economic condition, Alcohol/Intoxication, Peer Group, Nature of Society, The socio-cultural condition, Cinema, Role of Press ,Cheap Literature, Physical Standards, Mental make-up , Heredity, 

Physiological and personal causes are School Factors, Drug- addiction, Overcrowding, Bad Company, Adolescent instability and impulses, Early sex experiences, Mental conflicts, Excessive social suggestibility, Love of adventure, Motion pictures, School dissatisfaction, Poor recreation, Street life, Vocational dissatisfaction, Sudden impulse, Physical condition etc.

A few other causes of delinquency may be mentioned as under:- 

1. Bad Company 

2. Adolescent instability and impulses 

3. Early sex experiences 

4. Mental conflicts 

5. Excessive social suggestibility 

6. Love of adventure 

7. Motion pictures 

8. School dissatisfaction 

9. Poor recreation 

10. Street life 

11. Vocational dissatisfaction 

12. Sudden impulse 

13. Physical condition 

Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency 
There are various programs and strategies which may be undertaken to control and prevent juvenile delinquency. Broadly the programs can be categorized under two heads:- 

(i) Individual Program consists of Clinical Program, Educational Program, Mental Hygiene, Parent education, Recreational Program and Removal of inferiority complex etc. 

(ii) Environmental Program consists of Community Program, Publicity, Parental love and affection and Family Environment etc. 
Police has also important role to play to control juvenile delinquency. However, law and law enforcement machineries has a major role to play to control delinquency in the society. The basic or main function of the police is to enforce the laws. However, the police has a vast role to play in controlling and preventing the crime by the juvenile offenders. For appreciating the role of the police as preventive force a deep scrutiny of police working with special reference to the juvenile delinquents has to be made. The police administration requires a new vision and approach towards the children committing offence. For effectively dealing with the problem of juvenile delinquency a Special Juvenile Aid Police Wing is required which should have specially trained police officer and officials. These police personnel should undergo a special Training Program regarding working with the children and should be sensitized towards their special needs. 
Major areas of police dealing with Juvenile: 

1. Discovery

2. Investigation of Delinquency

3. Case disposition

4. Protection of juveniles

5. Delinquency prevention. 
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